4.8. Visual Resources

With the exception of Rattlesnake Mountain, the land near the Hanford Site is generally flat with little relief.  Rattlesnake Mountain, rising to 1060 m (3477 ft) above mean sea level forms the western boundary of the Hanford Site, and Gable Mountain and Gable Butte are the highest landforms within the Site (Figure 4.8-1).  The view toward Rattlesnake Mountain is visually pleasing, especially during the springtime when wildflowers are in bloom.  Large rolling hills are located to the west and far north.  The Columbia River, flowing across the northern part of the Hanford Site and forming the eastern boundary, is generally considered scenic, with its contrasting blue against a background of brown basaltic rocks and sagebrush (DOE 1999a).  The White Bluffs, steep whitish-brown bluffs adjacent to the Columbia River and above the northern boundary of the river in this region, are a major feature of the landscape. 


Traditional Native American religion is manifest in the earth, water, sky, and all animate or inanimate beings that inhabit a given location.  The National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470, et seq.), the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 USC 3001, et seq.), the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (16 USC 470aa, et seq.), and DOE's American Indian Policy (DOE 1992b), among other legislation and guidelines, all require the identification and protection of areas and resources of concern to Native Americans.  The acquisition of spiritual guidance and assistance through personal vision quests is a religious practice of the Native Americans that lived near the Hanford Site.  High spots were selected as sacred sites in part because they afforded extensive views of the landscape and seclusion for meditation, and the Gable Butte Block Survey during 2001 determined that Gable Butte and Gable Mountain likely were used for vision quests (Hale and Harvey 2002).  Many Hanford facilities that clearly are not part of the “natural” landscape are easily seen from these sites.
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Figure 4.8-1.  Viewshed from Gable Mountain on the Hanford Site, Washington (modified from DOE 1999a)










4.148

